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FOR RELEASE:

13 March 1975

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

94-474

WASHINGTON, D C -- Mail service is bad and getting worse and has steadily
become more expensive.

It is a rare week when I do not receive letters from South

Texa~~

-- arriving here a week or ten days after they were mailed -- complaining about the
deterioration of what used to be as good a postal system as could be found anywhere in
the world.
The transformation in 1970 of the old Post Office Department into a publicly
controlled corporation, the U S Postal Service, simply has not worked out.
the change would "take politics out of postal service."
taken out of our mail system.

We were told

Instead, the service has beezl

There is no way today that you can mail a letter from any-

where to anywhere with any assurance that it will be delivered within a reasonable

ti~e.

There is not even complete assurance that it will be delivered at all.
It is time, in my opinion, to admit that a mistake was made in creating the
U S Postal Service.

And I believe it is time to correct that mistake.

Accordingly, I have again introduced in the House a bill to abolish the
Postal Service as now constituted and to re-establish the Post Office as an executive
department of the Government.

IVhat we have now is far inferior to what we used to have

-- and much more costly to boot.

*
POSTSCRIPT TO ABOVE

*

*

One thoughtful letter I received recently on this

subject detailed, clearly and convincingly, specific instances of poor mail service and a
"don't care" attitude by the Postal Service toward its patrons.

It was a good letter,

but I could not reply to it because the writer failed to give his address.

Will this

leave him wondering if my answer was misdelivered or otherwise lost in the mail?
It is my policy and my pleasure to reply to every South Texan who takes e-,·:c
trouble to write me.

To help me do this, please always give your name and full address.

*
FARM PRICES DOWN AGAIN

*

*

For the fourth month in a row, prices farmers

receive for raw agricultural products declined -- this time by four percent between
January 15 and February 15.
At the same time that farmers are getting less for what they raise, the
cost of things they must buy in order to produce crops continues to rise.

South

Texa:~'3

know all too well about the sharp increases in the prices they pay for fuel, fertilizer,
machinery, and everything else required for agricultural production.
The escalator clause in the Agriculture Act of 1973, calling,. for target
prices of key farm commodities to be adjusted in line with rising production costs, does

not take effect until the 1976 and 1977 crop years.

Our House Agriculture Committee has

approved a bill to make the increase effective this year.
Such action is necessary to carry out the twofold purpose of the Commodity
Credit Corporation:

(1) to stabilize and protect farm income and prices, and (2) to help

maintain balanced and adequate supplies of agricultural commodities and their products.
This is a matter deserving top priority from Congress and hopefully will
pass in the next few days.

*

*

*

LOOKING AT CIA -- Three separate investigations

by the House, the Senate

and a special panel appointed by the President -- of the Central Intelligence Agency are
now underway.
If the CIA has gone beyond the charter given it by Congress in 1947 and
abused the rights of some Americans, as has been alleged, measures should of course be
taken to prevent that from happening again.

At the same time, the investigations must

be handled with care to avoid great damage to vital U S information links around a
none-too-friendly world.
After all, the CIA is not a sinister and alien institution marked by
hostility toward the interests of Americans.
information about

politica~

On

the contrary, its purpose is to gather

economic and military developments anywhere in the world

that may have a great bearing on our future.

We cannot afford to cripple the CIA in

carrying out that mission by turning the agency inside out in response to unrealistic
demands for "full disclosure" of its activities.
Let the investigations proceed -- but without hysteria that could destroy
the CIA and endanger our own national security.

*

*

*

OUTSTANDING CADET -- Congratulations to Orlando Ricalde of Harlingen, who
has been named the principal Junior ROTC winner of the 1974 Freedoms Foundation Valley
Forge Patriots Awards.

Cadet Ricalde, who belongs to the Air Force Junior ROTC at

Harlingen Senior High School, won the Defender of Freedom Award, a George Washington
Honor Medal, and a $75 U S Savings Bond.

This young man does South Texas proud as do

the greater majority of our young people.

*

*

*

VISITORS FROM HOME -- Visting my office from home this past week were
Mr T L Ball, Mr Bob Chandler, and Mr Jose F Galvan of McAllen; Mayor and Mrs Arnaldo
Ramirez, Mr Buster Brown, and Mr and Mrs Juan M DeLeon, of Mission.

*

*

*

